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by painting herself and looking extraordinary. The non-
violent way is not for such girls. I have often remarked in
these columns that definite rules govern the development
of the non-violent spirit in us. It is a strenuous effort. It
marks a revolution in the way of thinking and living. If my
correspondent and the girls of her way of thinking will
revolutionize their life in the prescribed manner, they will
soon find that young men, who at all come in contact with
them, will learn to respeet them and to put on their best
behaviour in their presence. But if perchance they find, as
they may, that their very chastity is in danger of being
violated, they must develop courage enough to die rather
than yield to the brute in man. It has been suggested that
a girl who is gagged or bound so as to make her powerless
even for struggling cannot die as easily as I seem to think.
I venture to assert that a girl who has the will to resist can
burst all the bonds that may have been used to render
her powerless. The resolute will gives her the strength to
die.
But this heroism is possible only for those who have
trained themselves for it. Those who have not the living
faith in non-violence will learn the art of ordinary self-
defence and protect themselves from indecent behaviour of
unchivalrous youth.
The great question, however, is why should young
men be devoid of elementary good manners so as to make
decent girls be in perpetual fear of molestation from them ?
I should be sorry to discover that the majority of young
men have lost all sense of chivalry. But they should^ as a
class, be jealous of their reputation and deal with every
case of impropriety occurring among their mates. They
must learn to hold the honour of every woman as dear as
that of their own sisters and mothers. All the education
they receive will be in vain, if they do not learn good
manners.
And is it not as much the concern-of professors and
school-masters to ensure gentlemanliness among their